










(who was still unmarried). She had no contact with any of her children except her youngest daughter
(Eleanor) whom she left with Joan. She was not a particularly nice person and was very unpopular with her
serfs who eventually rose against her and imprisoned her in her own castle where she remained until she
died.

MATILDA DE BRIOUZE (1173 - 1210)
Matilda was the wife of Baron William de Briouze who was one of the richest and most powerful barons in
England. In fact he was too powerful and John was very suspicious of him, especially as he first sided with
Duke Arthur of Brittany his rival for the throne of England. He was Arthur's gaoler and the only person
who knew how Arthur died. Matilda was a very strong person and William was very much under her thumb.
She was extremely outspoken and when she publicly accused John of murdering Arthur he used this as the
perfect excuse to confiscate all of their lands and have the family arrested. Even though they fled to Ireland,
john personally pursued them finally catching and imprisoning Matilda with her two sons. William escaped
to France where he tried to raise a high ransom fee for their release but she and her sons died suspiciously in
prison of hunger.

ROBERT FITZWALTER (? - 1235)
Lord Robert was a sworn enemy of John. Together with Lord Eustace de Vesci he led the rebellion of the
barons against John and proclaimed himself Marshal of the Army of God. He was the chief instigator of the
Magna Carter and even though at first John abided with its contents he did not. He invited Philip's son, the
Dauphin, to invade England and had him crowned king in London even though John was still alIve. He was
a thoroughly unpleasant character, a traitor, a coward, who unfortunately escaped all the punishments he
richly deserved.

ELEANOR OF AQUITAINE (1122 - 1204)
Eleanor was John's mother and one of history's truly great women. Fom1idable and powerful she was also
gracious, kind, unassuming yet sagacious, intelligent and witty. She lived to the ripe old age of XX.

ROHESE FITZWALTER (1161 - 1244)
The wife of Robert Fitzwalter who plotted alongside her husband John's downfall. She was sharp tongued
and a perfect foil for her husband.

MATILDA FITZWALTER (1194 - 1214)
Matilda was the daughter of Robert and Rohcse and said to be John's favourite mistress. It must have
appealed to John's great sense of humour that his sworn enemy's daughter was one of his mistresses. She
met a very suspicious death that was blamed on Isabella of Gloucester but never proved.

ARTHUR OF BRITTANY (1187 - 1203)
Arthur (John's nephew) was John's rival to the throne. His mother, Duchess Constance, was very ambitious
for her son and led a fierce force to ballie John to get Arthur crowned king of England. When the battle was
lost she made her peace with John who forgave her and Arthur, but Arthur, even though swearing his
loyalty to John, continued the battle. He lost and was imprisoned. The Britons had always thought Arthur
(they had even named him so) was the second King Arthur of Camelot and there was even a round table in
his castle. When Arthur died, thought to have been personally murdered by John, they were furious and rose
against him and fought alongSIde King Philip. John was eventually to lose all his lands in France.

GERARD D'ATHEE (? - ?)
Gerard, with Fawkes de Breate, was his most trusted mercenary who fought the rebellious English and
Welsh barons. John put both Gerard and Fawkes in places of high authority over the barons, which they
resented. Gerard was cruel and cunning and was so hated he was named in the Magna Carta to be banished
together with all his brood once hostilities ceased. It is worthy of note that after John died he fought
alongside William Marshal to quell the rebellion of the barons.


