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MAGNA CARTA WHO IS WHO

Time period 1199 - 1216

KING JOHN (1166 - 1216)
John was the fourth son of Henry 1st and was called 'Lackland' because he had nothing. It was through a
very rare twist of fate that he came to the throne - something he had always wanted. He inherited a totally
broke economy, discontented barons and threatening revolts from enemies at all boundaries of his many
dominions in France, especially King Philip II. He was nicknamed 'Softsword' because of his willingness
to negotiate with his enemies instead of pressing on with the battles when he had them almost won. Unlike
any king before him, he spent over 80 per cent of his reign in England.

ISABELLA OF GLOUCESTER (1176 - 1217)
Isabella (also called Hawise) was John's first wife and lover even after their divorce. She was barren and
therefore unacceptable as a wife of a prince in line to the throne. She was always loyal to John and was
heartbroken when he forced her to marry Geoffrey de Mandeville (5th Earl of Essex). The maJTiage did not
last long and against her wishes she man-ied Hubert de Burgh (L" Earl of Kent). She died within the month
- some say from a broken heart.

JOAN (1188 - 1237)
Princess Joan of England who became Queen Joan of Wales when she married Llewelyn ap Ioworth ('the
Great') was John's illegitimate daughter and nol his legitimate daughter of the same name. There is some
debate as to her true mother but most historians' report it was a commoner called 'Clementine'. Clementine
was one of Elizabeth de Staynton's pseudonyms and her birth certainly was around the time when John (still
a prince) was her lover. Although she came from humble beginnings she became a powerful figure and was
strong enough to persuade John from having her husband put to death for his treachery. Queen Elizabeth 1s(

can be traced back to her lineage.

WILLIAM MARSHAL (1144 • 1219)
William is known as 'The Flower of Chivalry' and proclaimed by friend or foe as the greatest knight that
ever lived. Sadly, he has become a forgotten historical figure. He served four kings and was Henry the
Younger's mentor. He was 45 years old when he married anu produced ten children without the aid of
Viagra. John made him an Earl and gave him many gifts making him the most powerful and one of the
richest of English barons. Despite this, they had an uneasy friendship but on John's death he asked William
to become Regent of England over the child king Henry III, which he did until he died three years later. The
Marshal (as he was fondly called) quelled the rebellion against John leaving England at peace for Henry's
reign.

LADY MERLE - ELIZABETH DE STAYNTON (1160? - 1250?)
Elizabeth is one of history's most mysterious figures. No one can say for certain her age and there is a wide
variance of opinion as to the exact period she lived. Some have her alive in the 1300'5 1 Her grave lies in
Sherwood Forest, Nottingham, England not far from Robin Hood's. There are many ballads and fables
written about her and she had a host of lovers (John was one) of both sexes. She could disguise herself as a
man (calling herself Gamble Gold) and was supposed to have fought a duel with her cousin (who did not
recognize her) ~ Robin Hood. Richard the Lionheart sentenced her to spend the rest of her time in a nunnery
where in a short space of time she became the first Priore:;s of Kirklees. 'Lady Merle' was only one of the
many names she used.

ISABELLA OF ANGOULEME (1186 - 1246)
Isabella was John's second wife who bore him two sons and two daughters (one daughter bcing named Joan
to be confused with his illegitimate daughter of the same name). She was betrothed (at the tender age of six)
to Baron Hugh Ie Brun of Lusignan, France, who was a friend of John's and opposed to John's enemy King
Philip II. After her marriage to John Hugh sided with Philip and their union was one of the reasons John
lost all his lands in France. John blamed her for this and [heir marriage was far from happy. They married
when she was very young (some historians say she was only eight l ) and because her Christian name was
the same as his firsl wife (who John was still having intimate relations with), many of the recorded lavish
gifts and times he devoted to marital duties were in fact to Isabella of Gloucester and not her. Isabella of
Angouleme, upon John's death, immediately left England to return to France and married Hugh Ie Bmn



(who was still unmarried). She had no contact with any of her children except her youngest daughter
(Eleanor) whom she left with Joan. She was not a particularly nice person and was very unpopular with her
serfs who eventually rose against her and imprisoned her in her own castle where she remained until she
died.

MATILDA DE BRIOUZE (1173 - 1210)
Matilda was the wife of Baron William de Briouze who was one of the richest and most powerful barons in
England. In fact he was too powerful and John was very suspicious of him, especially as he first sided with
Duke Arthur of Brittany his rival for the throne of England. He was Arthur's gaoler and the only person
who knew how Arthur died. Matilda was a very strong person and William was very much under her thumb.
She was extremely outspoken and when she publicly accused John of murdering Arthur he used this as the
perfect excuse to confiscate all of their lands and have the family arrested. Even though they fled to Ireland,
john personally pursued them finally catching and imprisoning Matilda with her two sons. William escaped
to France where he tried to raise a high ransom fee for their release but she and her sons died suspiciously in
prison of hunger.

ROBERT FITZWALTER (? - 1235)
Lord Robert was a sworn enemy of John. Together with Lord Eustace de Vesci he led the rebellion of the
barons against John and proclaimed himself Marshal of the Army of God. He was the chief instigator of the
Magna Carter and even though at first John abided with its contents he did not. He invited Philip's son, the
Dauphin, to invade England and had him crowned king in London even though John was still alIve. He was
a thoroughly unpleasant character, a traitor, a coward, who unfortunately escaped all the punishments he
richly deserved.

ELEANOR OF AQUITAINE (1122 - 1204)
Eleanor was John's mother and one of history's truly great women. Fom1idable and powerful she was also
gracious, kind, unassuming yet sagacious, intelligent and witty. She lived to the ripe old age of XX.

ROHESE FITZWALTER (1161 - 1244)
The wife of Robert Fitzwalter who plotted alongside her husband John's downfall. She was sharp tongued
and a perfect foil for her husband.

MATILDA FITZWALTER (1194 - 1214)
Matilda was the daughter of Robert and Rohcse and said to be John's favourite mistress. It must have
appealed to John's great sense of humour that his sworn enemy's daughter was one of his mistresses. She
met a very suspicious death that was blamed on Isabella of Gloucester but never proved.

ARTHUR OF BRITTANY (1187 - 1203)
Arthur (John's nephew) was John's rival to the throne. His mother, Duchess Constance, was very ambitious
for her son and led a fierce force to ballie John to get Arthur crowned king of England. When the battle was
lost she made her peace with John who forgave her and Arthur, but Arthur, even though swearing his
loyalty to John, continued the battle. He lost and was imprisoned. The Britons had always thought Arthur
(they had even named him so) was the second King Arthur of Camelot and there was even a round table in
his castle. When Arthur died, thought to have been personally murdered by John, they were furious and rose
against him and fought alongSIde King Philip. John was eventually to lose all his lands in France.

GERARD D'ATHEE (? - ?)
Gerard, with Fawkes de Breate, was his most trusted mercenary who fought the rebellious English and
Welsh barons. John put both Gerard and Fawkes in places of high authority over the barons, which they
resented. Gerard was cruel and cunning and was so hated he was named in the Magna Carta to be banished
together with all his brood once hostilities ceased. It is worthy of note that after John died he fought
alongside William Marshal to quell the rebellion of the barons.


